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In Sierra Leone life is a
lottery. Infant mortality is
the worst in the world (one
in six babies do not survive)
and one in eight women die
in childbirth. Preventable
infections such as malaria

Training for midwives is

of Nursing a demonstration
doll and pelvis (see picture).
The Partnership has also
supplied the Clinic and
Maternity Unit in Waterloo

Friendships struck
up during last year’s
teachers’ visit to Waterloo,
Sierra Leone were
cemented this year by
further reciprocal visits.
Funded by the British
Council, three teachers
from Sierra Leone visited
their partner schools,
Great Crosby Primary, All
Saints Primary and Sacred
Heart Catholic College,
for five days in November
2007.

The teachers had an
excellent opportunity

to observe our teaching
methods, familiarising
themselves with our
curriculum and planning
ways in which both sets
of children can learn from
each other and develop

a greater understanding
of the wider world. They
even managed to squeeze
in a much hoped for visit
round Liverpool’s cultural
centre and the highlight -

Delivering healthcare

sterile disposable surgical
goods and gloves. Malaria
remains a major killer

of children, and we have
arranged to provide malaria
tests and treatment for 50
vulnerable children over the

and HIV can occur at any age. | next year.

The fight against HIV and

essential, and at their request | AIDS is led by the Waterloo
we have sent the local School | Youth Council, a group of

active and enterprising young
people. The Partnership

has been able to supply

them with a photocopier

and printer for their health

with vital resources including | education materials.

a trip to Anfield!
In February 2008 more

Fred Nye WPUK

Demonstrating a safe
delivery with our model

Becoming firm friends

Joan Maguire
WPUK

asked me about the lives
of the children in the UK.

teachers from our schools | The letters and pictures

paid a visit to Sierra
Leone, again funded
by the British Council.
Suzanne Lipsey, of All

they have received from
our children have made
them very interested in

learning more about us.

Saints Primary School, saw | There is so much we can

some great changes since
she was there last year.
“The children were far

learn from each other. It
is a very exciting time.”
Dympna Bradley, from

more confident and chatty | Great Crosby Primary

with me this year. They
shared their work and

It's lovely getting to know you

School, was extremely
impressed with the new
adult literacy lessons
she saw taking place in
Kankaylay School. Parents
with literacy difficulties
come at the end of the
school day, leave young
children on a mat at the
back of the classroom,
and have free lessons
provided by the school.
With topics as diverse as
climate change, resolving
conflict and sustainable
living, we have much to
learn from one another in
the coming years!

¢We all send
a big thank
you to the
people of
Waterloo,
you've
helped us

so much
already 9

Veronica Kallon
WP Sierra Leone,
Youth Officer.

“Two Waterloos, One Hope’
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Is there any space?

YES! and there’s been space
on the six containers we’ve
dispatched in the last two and a

half years for a whopping 55 tons

of goods - 2,500 school chairs,
500 tables, hundreds of crates
with books, paper and pencils;
children’s summer clothes; tools
and wheelbarrows; hospital beds
and bedding; 150 manual sewing
machines, with lots of fabric and
knitting wool; not forgetting all
the equipment from a closing

school’s domestic science unit and

chemistry lab. Football is always
popular so we’ve sent 160 balls,
sets of goalposts and strip.

Jane Roberts

We aim to support the projects

being developed with our partners

in Sierra Leone by sending goods
that are hard to come by, such as
good quality protective clothing
for disabled men using welding

equipment. A fridge and generator

have been supplied to store hen
vaccines; while project leaders
have received donated bicycles to
get around.

Imagine peoples’ excitement
when the container arrives safely
in town! - sent with love from
the people of Waterloo and
neighbourhood, UK.

There isn’t a hole in MY bucket

A patched watering can?
Unlikely as this may
seem, it is in fact true.
This woman, one of the
beneficiaries of the seeds
project, was thrilled to
receive her new watering
can. This is just one of
several farming projects
being funded by the
Waterloo Partnership.
Dick Johnson, who
oversees several of them,
is encouraging the women
to experiment with
different farming methods
with the aim of increasing

Film and Book Reviews

I..I A Long Way Gone by
-— Ishmael Beah.

ISBN 10: 0-374 - 10523.
Ishmael tells how he was
recruited as a boy soldier
during the civil war in
Sierra Leone, and of how
he later recovered from
the ordeal.

to this they are making was StOIe_n
good use of the tools they ﬁ’0m us in
have received from the
partnership. ;Zeu_:/;;z”’
David Moo‘lgi)egg new deSkS'
and chairs
Blood Diamond Check out
Certificate 15 YouTube means a
This exciting adventure and watch Children of war ~ Whole new
film is also set during the | Sierra Leone - ordinary beginning
civil war. ‘Blood diamonds’ | children talking about ’
mined in African their lives. Food Shortage f or us
countries, including Sierra | Crisis - from the Sierra o PR
Leone, are sold to finance | Leone Foreign Minister. D(;ﬁtttya H:;?it:a’cher
conflicts and profit Rural Institute. ’
warlords.

Linda Nye
WPUK

yield, whilst helping them
to introduce new and
better strains of crops
such as cassava.

The farming co-operative
WAYADO has recently
completed its first
building project. Some of
us were privileged to be
guests of honour at the
opening of the hen house
which will soon house
500 hens. In addition

Full of good will: our sixth container

WPUK

¢Everything
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A group of local people went to
Sierra Leone three years ago, to
find out what help was needed,
following the country’s tragic
civil war. They saw communities
struggling to survive, amid great
hardship. This was especially true
in Waterloo, near the capital
Freetown. The fortunate eat one
meal a day. The majority exists
without fresh water, electricity and
free health care.

The Waterloo Partnership charity
was founded in September 2005.

Only 10% of women in
Sierra Leone can read, one
reason why we decided

to build the people of
Waterloo Sierra Leone a first
class library and literacy
centre. We have tried to
involve as many people and
organisations as possible
in this big project to make
sure that we increase

the number of books in
Sierra Leone available to
the public from 20,000
(one book for every 200
people) to 150,000. The
aim is also to teach 1500
women to read every year.
Sierra Leone has the worst

child and maternal death
rates in the world and if
all mothers could read we
are told that these terrible
statistics would improve.

Who are we? What are we doing and why

Two committees, one in Merseyside
and one in Sierra Leone, would
work together for change, and

make the hopes and dreams of both
Waterloos a reality.

The committees agree priorities for
aid and approve project proposals.
Our partners appoint respected
members of their community,

with appropriate expertise, to
oversee projects, develop work
opportunities, and carefully manage
funds sent from Merseyside. Written
records and receipts, showing how

]
(]

all heads down ata Iibr eting in Waterloo, Sierra Leone

The President of Sierra
Leone has given us the land
for the library; however we
are still raising money to
make this dream a reality.

? Teresa McLaughlin
= WPUK

the money is being used, are sent
regularly to the charity’s trustees,
and are presented to donors at
reporting-back meetings.

Visits to Sierra Leone enable
partners to evaluate jointly the
charity’s work and assess its
effectiveness. There is good
evidence that the much needed
equipment sent out in containers,
together with the various funded
projects, are improving the quality
of life for many.

Hope for the future spurs us on.

Claire Curtis-Thomas
Chair WPUK

Contact us

¢/o 23 Bonnington
Ave. Crosby L23 7Y)
Tel 0151 474 2021
Email:daleyyvonne@
hotmail.com.

We’re on the web:
waterloopartnership.co.uk

The Waterloo
Partnership AGM will

The Waterloo Partnership is a
registered UK charity. We rely

on the support of individuals
and organisations to assist all
our projects. Donations are
always welcome and should
be sent to the Hon. Treasurer,

20 Enfield Ave., Crosby,
Liverpool L23 OSZ (cheques
payable to ‘The Waterloo
Partnership’). Please include
your contact details so that
we can keep you informed of
our work and how your gift

How can you help?

has made a difference.
Donations in kind for
shipping? Offers of raffle
prizes or sponsorship?
Can you offer time or help?
Telephone Linda Nye

0151 924 2813

be held on Thursday
18th September

at 7.30 pmin

St. Edmund’s &

St. Thomas’ Primary
School, Oxford Road

Come and find out
what we have been
up to. We would like
to see you there.
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